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On Sengai’s Pseudonyms

YATSUNAMI, Hirokazu

In this paper, pseudun}rms used b}r Sengai for his dated paintings and ca].ligraph[c works are
discussed. He used many pseudun}rms and their meanings are discussed. Some are names reﬂect{ng his
life—lung pursuit in Zen Buddhism as a monk. At the same time, there are others suitable for any men
of taste and talent like those called bunjin (lietrati) painters. And the remaining ones seem to suggest
his status of a retired man reflecting the period when most of the works in question were created. Also,
the unique pseudun}rm of 3, abbreviation of the J':’:m_j:' characters used to suggest the word “bosarsu
{bodhisartea in Sanskrit)” may suggest that it is his announcement of his purpose of existence, to live as
a Maha}rana Buddhist monk serving to lead the pec-ple to salvation.

Loocking also at the nekkan (signature and seal) on his works, monk names he used, it becomes
clear that the two kanji characters suggesting his name Sengai vary, and sometimes the latter of the two,
Gai, is used singly. Likewise, two kanji character name Gibon and the latter of the two, Bon, are used
but very rarely.

As for the phrase, “Fusd Saishe (no) Zenkutsu (meaning “The Oldest Zen Temple in Japan')”
is sometimes added to his signature and seal. This, of course, reflected the fact that Shﬁfuku—]i was
the first zen temple established by Eisai (Yasai) when he returned with the new sect of Rinzai Zen
Buddhism. And it also suggests he was the chief abbot of this celebrated temple. The use of this title
on mostly the works with an inscribed Chinese poem may suggest his intentional selection of the type
of works for such an official title althuugh it is not clear. Interest[ngl}r, he also adds the preﬁx of “Saki
{no)” in front after he retired into the Kyohaku-in burt the use of such prefix is at random.

Lastly, the above results were gathered from the dated works in the Idemitsu Collection.
ﬁlﬂmugh it houses almost one thousand works, a great majoricy of existing works ]:r].r Sengai, there are

still important dated works in other collections, and the accumulation of more dara is desired.
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